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Rail’s share of ton-miles
grows for the first time

in decades
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1980
Staggers Act passed,
partially deregulating

railroads
1978

37 Class Is

1984
C&NW enters the Powder

River Basin;
American President 

Lines launches 
cross-country

double-stack service

1981-1982
Recession

1990-1991
Recession

2007-present
Recession

1986
Changes in reporting

and thresholds
leave 18 Class Is

1987
U.S. government

takes Conrail
public with

stock offering

2004
Economic boom hits while

truckers adjust hours of service,
increase rates

AT&SF Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe
BN Burlington Northern
BNSF BNSF Railway
C&NW Chicago & North Western
CN Canadian National
CP Canadian Pacific
CSX CSX Transportation
D&RGW Denver & Rio Grande Western
IC Illinois Central
KCS Kansas City Southern
MILW Milwaukee Road
MP  Missouri Pacific
N&W Norfolk & Western
NS Norfolk Southern
SLSF St. Louis-San Francisco
SOO Soo Line
SP Southern Pacific
UP Union Pacific

1997
9 Class Is

2002
7 Class Is

1990
Second Clean Air Act
boosts demand for 

low-sulfur coal
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Burlington Northern changes to BNSF Railway in 1996. BN figures include Colorado & 
Southern and Fort Worth & Denver (1978 through 1981)

Chessie System figures include Baltimore & Ohio and Chesapeake & Ohio (1978 
through 1985), and Western Maryland (1978 through 1983)

Illinois Central changes to Canadian National in 1999, and includes Grand Trunk 
Western (1999 through 2001, when separate GTW reporting ended)

Seaboard System figures include Clinchfield and Louisville & Nashville (1978 
through 1982)

Southern Pacific figures include St. Louis Southwestern (1978 through 1989)

“Other” category comprises: Bessemer & Lake Erie (before 1985), Boston & Maine 
(before 1989), Delaware & Hudson (before 1988), Detroit, Toledo & Ironton (before 
1984), Duluth, Missabe & Iron Range (before 1985), Elgin, Joliet & Eastern (before 
1986), Florida East Coast (before 1992), Grand Trunk Western (before 1999), Long 
Island (before 1983), Missouri-Kansas-Texas (before 1989), Pittsburgh & Lake Erie 
(before 1985), Rock Island (1978 only), and Western Pacific (before 1986)

Clarifying the ton-miles


