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Boston transit system dates to 1856 when the first
horse-drawn streetcar line began service; others
soon followed. These early efforts led to the for-
mation of the West End Street Ry. 

As the West End system grew, problems devel-
oped, such as caring for the 8,000 horses that
served as motive power. A new technology was
needed. The West End management considered
cable cars, but after visiting the new electric lines
in Richmond, Va., decided to electrify. The first
electric line began operation on January 1, 1889.

We now fast forward to 1958 when the Metro-
politan Transit Authority – the governing agency of
Boston’s mass transit system at that time –
acquired the Newton Highlands branch of the
Boston & Albany RR, an abandoned commuter
line, and converted it to overhead electrification.
This became known as the Riverside line and began
service on July 1, 1959, a very late expansion of rail
public transit. Presidents Conference Committee
(PCC) cars made up the roster and the line was an
instant hit with the suburban commuters.

In the early 1960s the Massachusetts Bay Trans-
portation Authority was formed to develop a plan
for coordinating and enlarging the scope of mass
transit throughout eastern Massachusetts. With the
change in governing bodies the MTA became the T,
and today it’s one the nation’s largest mass transit
systems, with almost a million riders daily.

The model
My layout is a composite of two routes (fig. 1):

the Riverside line, also known as the Highland
branch or D line, and the Brookline branch, or C
line, serving Boston and Brookline. These two
routes now comprise the Green Line, which is
powered by overhead wire. Although less than 20
miles in length, the Green Line offers more than
enough material for a credible model railroad. 
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Fig. 1 THE GREEN LINE

Name: Boston MTA
Scale: HO (1:87)
Size: 7 x 12 feet
Locale: Boston
Era: 1959
Layout height: 44" to 

50"
Layout style: walk in
Benchwork: open grid
Roadbed: 1⁄2" Homasote

on 1⁄2" plywood
Track: Orr girder rail

and Atlas Code
100 flextrack

Turnout minimum:
no. 2

Minimum radius: 6"
Maximum grade: 5

percent
Scenery: plaster cloth 

hardshell
Backdrop: painted on 

room walls
Control: overhead-wire

pickup, two cabs
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